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encouraging. At the end of the first day each party drew up a
fresh memorandum, which was discussed and amended on the
second day. The documents were then signed by their respec-
tive sponsors and countersigned by the others, a procedure
which was to give rise to some misunderstanding, the counter-
signatures, which merely attested to the correctness of the text,
being taken as expressing approval of its terms. Actually there
was no great difference between the two documents, which ap-
pear in The Conversations at Malines (i93o),5 though the lan-
guage of the English was a little more restrained than that of
the Roman which, after recognising the special position which
the Anglican Communion must occupy in a reunited Church,
specified certain questions, such as the primacy of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the grant of the pallium, and the valida-
tion and consecration of bishops, upon which the ruling of
higher authority would be required.

The Anglicans went home well satisfied. The Dean and Dr.
Frere repaired to Lambeth to report to the Archbishop and to
lay the two memoranda before his apprehensive eyes. The Dean
was not very handy with papers. On his outward journey to
Malines he had been in trouble over his passport; now he had
signed one of the memoranda in the wrong place and had mis-
laid important portions of his own copies; and these circum-
stances, combined with the misunderstanding about the counter-
signatures, did not lessen the Archbishop's uneasiness. The pace,
he felt, \vas becoming too hot. This talk of pallia and patri-
archates was really premature until the doctrinal differences Tiad
been squarely faced. After his visitors had gone he wrote the
Dean a long letter, the important portions of which appear in
Dr. Bell's Life6. Dogmatic questions and the interpretation of
the primacy of Rome must really be settled, he declared, before
any further progress could be made. The Roman memorandum
indicated absorption, rather than the kind of Reunion fore-